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On Jan. 28, three leftist parties members of a loose coalition known as the Democratic Convergence
announced a decision to abstain from fielding candidates in the March 20 elections for 60 seats
in the national legislature and 262 municipal posts. The announcements were made by Ruben
Zamora, leader of the Popular Social Christian Movement (MPSC); Hector Oqueli of the National
Revolutionary Movement (MNR), and Mario Reni Roldan of the Social Democrat Party (PSD).
Zamora and Oqueli are also leaders of the Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR), affiliated with the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN). The party leaders said candidacy in elections
at present was not possible, given that "all necessary democratic guarantees" were not yet in place.
Further, the three parties have not yet been able to overcome organizational difficulties resulting
from six years of persecution and exile. While accused of being "instruments of the guerrillas,"
Democratic Convergence leaders have nonetheless participated in some public debates. They have
also been threatened with imprisonment in the event of any type of "denunciation" regarding
illegal actions leveled against them. Zamora y Oqueli, who returned to El Salvador late last year
after seven years of exile, have initiated a gradual resumption of political activity. They said that the
Democratic Convergence was not "bocotting" the elections as such, and will make its presence felt
during the electoral campaign by insisting that candidates focus attention on the major issues of the
day: resolution of the civil war, the need for broad-based and consistent democratization, recovery
of national sovereignty, and the participation of marginalized sectors of the population in all aspects
of social and political life. Leaders of the FDR were nearly exterminated in March 1980, and most
survivors fled the country. Two FDR member parties the MNR and the Nationalist Democratic
Union , were not declared illegal by the government. Since 1980, they have won in elections when
allied with the Christian Democrat Party. The March 20 elections will be contested by 10 parties,
ranging from the center-right to the far right. (Basic data from Excelsior, 01/29/88)
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